
Habemus novum constitutionem!  My thanks 
to all members who voted in our recent 
referendum.  
	 Our previous constitution indicated 
that a member became inactive (and thus 
ineligible to vote) only after failing to pay 
dues for two years in succession. That 
meant that all who had paid dues either 
in 2014 or 2015 were considered 
members. And, since it was even possible 
yet to pay dues for 2015 (until June 30th), 
we contacted members who last paid 
dues in 2013 to see if  they still wished to 
be members. Whoever responded 
affirmatively was able to vote (with the 
admonition to get in their 2015 dues). In 
all, 143 persons were eligible to vote and 
all but three (for whom we had no 
current email or postal address) were 
contacted and provided a means of  
voting. Of  these, Alice Osberger reports 
that 40 had voted by 3pm, May 28th, and 
56 votes had come in by June 1st. 
Happily, the later votes changed nothing: 
the vote remained unanimous in favor of  
the new Constitution! This is very 
gratifying news indeed to report. I 
know I speak for the entire Executive 
Committee in thanking members for 
this vote of  confidence! (The 40% 
turnout is considerably higher than the 
average for a “local” election; and the 
percentage in any election, even of  a 
small association, is likely to be lower 
when the result is hardly in doubt, as it 
evidently was not here.) 
	 Few chose to add comments to 
their vote. Here is the promised 
collation: “Consider revising the Book 
Review Process addendum to read: A. 
The book's Editor provisionally selects 
those essays whose subject matter is 
consonant with the mission of  Jacques 
Maritain and the Association as well as 
the theme of  the reported conference 
and that he or she chooses to include in 
the book, subject to the constraints of  
unity and length" [underlined words in 

red ink]; “I note that the duties of  the 
vice-president are significantly increased 
s ince when I served under Ray 
Dennehy's presidency”; and "Thanks for 
your continued faithful service to AMA, 
dear Alice!" I wish very much to second 
that final comment! How fortunate we 
indeed are that Alice Osberger continues 
to be our Administrative Assistant!!! I 
especially thank you, Alice, for having 
overseen this vote!! 
	 It seems appropriate at this juncture 
to take some stock of  ourselves as an 
Assoc iat ion. Having so recent ly 
scrutinized information concerning our 
membership, let me share some of  my 
findings. 
	 We are of  course primarily an 
association of  Americans. Nevertheless, 
over a dozen ballots were sent to other 
lands. Of  these, half  were from Canada: 
from British Columbia, Alberta, and 
Ontario. We reside in 27 states of  the 
Amer i can un ion , a s we l l a s in 
Washington, DC. All parts of  the country 
are represented. 13 members are from 
New England. The Mid-Atlantic States 

represent one third of  our members, 45, 
with New York, Pennsylvania, and the 
DC area accounting for most of  them. 
The South, not counting Missouri or 
Texas, has 9 members; Texas alone has 
12. The Midwest has 17; the Plains 
(including Missouri) and the West, 14; 
California—no doubt in large part due to 
Fr. Justin’s recent recruitment efforts for 
our last conference!—has the most of  
any state: 17. Added to these 127 are 13 
members who are presently living 
abroad.  
	 Obviously, our members cluster 
around univer s i t ie s : Prov idence, 
Fordham, St. John’s, De Sales, Catholic 
U., Notre Dame, Rockhurst, the 
University  of  St. Thomas,  Baylor 
(thanks to Thomas Hibbs), and the 
Dominican School of  Philosophy and 
Theology, to name some with larger 
s h o w i n g s . N o t a b l y a b s e n t o r 
underrepresented are universities such as 
Gonzaga, Georgetown, St. Louis, or 
Marquette; Steubenville, Ave Maria, U. 
of  Dallas, or U. of  St. Thomas (St. Paul); 
or Holy Cross, Christendom, and St. 
Thomas Aquinas Colleges: to name but a 
few of  the many places where members 
might be found. Nor is it unreasonable to 
hope we might find members in places 
such as Calvin College. There is still a 
rich harvest to be reaped! 
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	 As Sr. Clark’s presence on the 
original Constitutional Committee 
attests, women have never been lacking 
to the AMA. They seems to be ever 
more present: 33 ballots were sent to 
women members. This is about the 
present percentage of  women PhDs in 
philosophy. Let us hope that our 
association continues to be considered a 
friendly place by women, who will 
continue to swell our numbers! 
	 We have ever been primarily an 
organization of  lay men and women, but 
it is good to report that we continue to 
be blessed with diocesan priests and men 
and women religious, now over a dozen. 
And it is good to see amongst us those 
whose names are known well beyond our 
confines, members such as John Deely, 
Bernard Doering, Jude Dougherty, 
Alasdair MacIntyre, James Schall, 
Robert Sokolowski, and James Wippel, 
to name but some. This seems a good 
place also to recall one such who has 
recently passed from amongst us: Fr. 
Lawrence Dewan, OP: requiescat in pace. 
These members represent founders of  
the Association and its first two 
generations. Our challenge is to attract 
equally eminent members from younger 
generations. We need to be up to this 
task. 
	 We can take stock of  ourselves also 
by what we are publishing. Joe Butera 
continues to serve as the splendid 
General Editor of  our book series. Our 
last conference featured the recent 
publication of  John J. Conley’s Redeeming 
Philosophy; since then, James M. Jacobs’ 
beautiful A Piercing Light has seen the light 
of  day and Travis Dumsday’s The 
Wisdom of  Youth (from our 2014 
conference) is well on its way: we expect 
it will be available for purchase at our 
2016 conference. And Josh Schulz has 
already collected, and is hard at work on, 

this year’s papers. Each book now 
appears within two years of  the 
conference it celebrates. Nor should we 
overlook Josh’s fine work in getting out 
the two yearly editions of  The Maritain 
Notebook. 
	 Speaking of  conferences, this is of  
course the other and perhaps even more 
basic gauge of  our vitality. I am happy to 
report that this year’s conference in San 
Francisco was well attended and, I 
believe, generally judged a “success” by 
those who attended. Over 50 papers 
were given, which—for anyone who 
knows the difficulty of  getting members 
to venture to the West Coast!—must be 
counted as a success in itself. I want to 
thank our Vice-President Fr. Justin 
especially for so ably putting together 
this year’s conference! We were 
addressed by Presidents (or their 
equivalent) from four different national 
Maritain associations, as well as by 
eminent speakers from overseas: 
Gregory Reichberg, Richard Schenk, 
and John Haldane.  
	 If  you could not get to San 
Francisco, I hope you will consider 
making it to Manhattan, where Fordham 
will be hosting our 2016 conference! Its 
call for papers is included with this 
Notebook. Although the due date to 
submit one’s paper proposal is not until 
this coming December 1, I wish to 
remind all of  us that Fall teaching 
responsibilities afford us all precious little 
time to think about and to prepare a 
paper for the conference: it is well to 
begin attending to this in the summer 
months upcoming! It is also extremely 
helpful to the planning of  the conference 
that you make known your intention to attend 
as early as possible. This allows us to 
increase the block of  rooms available at 
our lower rate, should that prove 
necessary (as we hope it may prove). Since 

members can choose to cancel their reservation 
without any penalty up to one week prior to the 
conference, there is no reason to delay in securing 
our good rate and I urge members to make 
their hotel reservations as soon as they 
reasonably can. Our rate of  $129 for a 
room in Midtown Manhattan (W 58th 
St.) is simply unbeatable! Making clear 
your intention to give a paper also helps 
us to secure the break-out rooms at 
Fordham needed for the conference and 
to begin planning the number of  sessions 
we will need. I expect our 2016 
conference to be a particular success, since 
our colleagues from the Canadian 
Jacques Maritain Association are co-
operating with us in putting it on and 
plan to participate in it fully. Welcome! 
May many in the AMA choose to greet 
them in the Big Apple!  

–AMA President Michael Torre
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Call for Essays and Reviews 
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might be interested, please e-mail the editor at joshua.schulz@desales.edu. Thanks!
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	 Our colleague John Dunaway has recently translated the two last novels of  Vladimir Volkoff: The Pope’s Guest 
(2013; French, 2004) and The Torturer (due to be published later this year; in French, posthumously, 2006). John thinks 
these are important novels and, after reading them, one will appreciate why he is so enthusiastic about them. 
	 Vladimir Volkoff, although perhaps not well known to members of  this association, received a measure of  renown 
during his lifetime (1932-2005). A son of  a White Russian emigré to Paris after the Revolution, and an intelligence 
officer in the Algerian War, he was a man of  multiple loyalties that ran deep: to his Russian and Orthodox roots, to the 
Catholic land and culture of  his birth, and to the soldier’s heroic ideal (much like Ernest Psichari). In addition, he 
spent almost thirty years in America (in Georgia, his wife being John’s colleague at Mercer), before he returned to 
France, dying there unexpectedly a dozen years later. A prolific writer, he authored over two dozen novels, as well as 
essays, plays, and biographies, and a series of  spy novels for young readers published under the pseudonym 
“Lieutenant X.” He came to the attention of  the French public with his 1979 novel The Turnaround, followed by his 
tetralogy The Moods of  the Sea (1980) and The Set Up (1982), which won the Grand Prix du roman de l’Académie 
française. He was later awarded the Grand Prix Jean Giono (1995) for his entire work and also that year made a 
Chevalier de la Légion d’honneur. His métier was the spy novel; he made the idea of  “disinformation” a household 
word in France. 
	 Even a passing familiarity with his work indicates that he had developed his craft well: he is a “good read,” 
especially for anyone (such as myself) who likes the genre of  detective and spy novels, when these are well written. One 
will be disappointed by none of  the works mentioned above! However, his last two novels are important, and more 
interesting, for deeper reasons, for in them he seeks to plumb his deepest loyalties. In The Pope’s Guest, he explores the 
continuing “dis-affinity” between the Orthodox and the Catholic “lungs” of  the Church. He makes us feel how little 
truly separates them and how much this deserves to be overcome, while honestly portraying their differing “idioms.” At 
the same time, he spins a compelling tale of  Soviet and Mafia intrigue that leads to the assassination (in effect, the 
martyrdom) of  two of  the leaders of  their respective churches. His craft and his intrigue draw us into his good read, 
and through it he leads us to reflect upon this deepest, and continued, tragic rift in the heart of  the Church. Volkoff  
had tremendous and deep sympathies for the Latin (French) and the Orthodox (Russian) churches and cultures; he 
refuses to “give up” on either, and his novel “argues” that none of  us should either. It is an argument worth 
hearing. 
	 In The Torturer, he goes back to his formative experience as an intelligence officer. 
Here, he addresses the potential conflict between religious principle and the harsh 
reality on the ground of  an urban guerrilla war. Once again, he manages to do a 
real measure of  justice to his twin commitments. While never flinching from the 
truth that torture is indefensible, he nevertheless leaves us with deep empathy for 
his young hero: a devout and principled Catholic opposed to the practice of  a 
torture easily enough used by others, who nevertheless finds himself  
compromised by a moment of  weakness in the face of  crisis. Volkoff  also 
seeks to condemn the glib “journalistic simplicities” of  right and wrong 
inevitably surrounding a war; but the work’s deeper virtue lies in drawing 
us into thinking more deeply and well about the reality of  torture. 
	 These last works of  Volkoff  are deeper and more thoughtful because he 
speaks from his experience, he is honestly wrestling with deep, conflicting, 
commitments, and he seeks to be faithful to each as it deserves. Summer is 
now upon us. The Pope’s Guest will provide you with fine and enjoyable 
summer reading… and it will no doubt whet your appetite for The Torturer, 
when it makes its appearance later this year! 

Vladmir 
Volkoff  

by Michael Torre

Book 
Review 
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CALL FOR PAPERS 

T H E  A M E R I C A N   M A R I T A I N   A S S O C I A T I O N 
in co-operation with 

 the Canadian Jacques Maritain Association 
Announces its 

39th Annual International Meeting, 
Thursday – Saturday, February 25th -27th, 2016, in New York City  

“Along Unbeaten Pathways: Jacques Maritain’s Pursuit of Wisdom in  
Untrammeled Approaches” 

sponsored by Fordham University 
Program Committee: Michael D. Torre (AMA President), Fr. Justin Gable, OP (Vice President and 
Program Chair), Joshua W. Schulz (Secretary and Web Editor), James G. Hanink (Treasurer), Giuseppe 
Butera (General Editor), Christopher Cullen, SJ (Local Chair in New York City) 

The American Maritain Association issues a “Call for Papers” for its 39th annual International 

Conference in New York City, Thursday-Saturday, February 25th-27th, 2016 

This year’s conference title is “Along Unbeaten Pathways: Jacques Maritain’s Pursuit of Wisdom in 
Untrammeled Approaches.” 2017 will mark the 20th anniversary of the English translation of 
Approaches Sans Entraves (1973). We are celebrating that anniversary one year early. In 2014, we 
examined Jacques at his beginning, celebrating his first book, which engaged the thought of his first 
mentor in philosophy, Henri Bergson. In 2015, we then examined Jacques thirty years later, in his prime, 
when he was engaged in the fight to defend and renew Christian civilization. This year, we examine 
Jacques at his close, after another thirty years, in the reflections of his final book, published in the year he 
died. We are delighted to announce that our colleagues in the Canadian Jacques Maritain Association 

have accepted our invitation to participate and collaborate with us fully in this undertaking! 
The AMA extends its warmest welcome to them all! 

As one familiar with his last book knows, its essays and approaches are various: from a 
poetic reverie on our final destiny and a moving homage to his godfather to theological 

meditations on the sacrifice of the Mass and the Song of Songs, passing by way of 
philosophical discussions of human evolution, animal instinct, and marital friendship. 
Maritain’s final work offers us multiple approaches to human wisdom at its highest reaches. 
Many of these essays invite us to consider the “borderland” shared by philosophy and 

theology, and the relation between them, that attracted and preoccupied 
Maritain throughout his long life and especially towards it end. The 
conference thus invites papers that deal with any specific matter in the 
book’s essays or that seek to probe and deepen the relation between nature 

and grace, reason and faith, philosophy and theology.  



Continued 

Paper presentations at the conference should be limited to 25 minutes reading time, leaving 15 minutes for 
discussion. You will be able to submit a proposal abstract of approximately 500 words through our 
website: www.maritainassociation.com. (Members of the Canadian Jacques Maritain Association should 
submit their proposals to Walter Schultz at wschultz@isabout.ca.) 

 In order to receive full consideration, proposals should be completed online by no later than Tuesday, 
December 1, 2015. Submissions received at an earlier time will be acted upon by the end of the month 
submitted so that a member may apply for needed university travel funds in a timely way. Questions on the 
submission of proposals should be directed to the Program Chair Fr. Justin Gable, OP, at 
americanmaritainassociation@gmail.com (or, in the case of Canadian participants, to Walter Schultz at 
wschultz@isabout.ca.)  

A special invitation is also extended to all graduate students. We will be offering a reduced conference rate 
for them. A stipend of $250.00 will be awarded to the outstanding graduate student paper selected by 
representatives of the Program Committee. In order to be considered for this award, a student must submit 
a completed paper (not just an abstract), and name a faculty member who is sponsoring its consideration. 
The award recipient must be present at the conference in order to receive the stipend, which will be 
awarded at the AMA Awards Banquet on February 27th. The deadline for submitting any completed 
graduate paper is December 15, 2015. 

In the event that a paper or paper proposal is approved, a contributor must still register for the conference 
before being put on the program. Registration instructions will be available on our website and registration 
must be made by January 24, 2016, in order to be put on the program. In accordance with our past 
tradition, papers are to be read at the conference by their authors, save under exceptional circumstances. 

The Association has reserved a block of 40 rooms for three nights at the Hudson Hotel in Midtown 
Manhattan (356 W 58th). Here is its own self-description: “Urban adventure, daredevil design, and 
energetic social hub, Hudson takes convention and turns it on its head. The next generation of hotel, 
Hudson is stylish, democratic, young at heart and utterly cool. Born from the innovative vision of design 
impresario Philippe Starck, this luxury New York boutique hotel is exuberantly energetic, breathtakingly 
beautiful and architecturally unpredictable.” Our local Chair vouches for the accuracy of this description 
and especially commends its food! Those who expect to attend the conference are urged to reserve early, 
in order to secure our remarkable price of $129 a night! You can call the hotel at 1 (800) 606-6090. 
Mention the American Maritain Association to secure our rate. This rate is good until our block is filled or 
until January 26th, whichever comes first. You may cancel your reservation without penalty up until 7 
days prior to your scheduled arrival. The conference itself will be held three blocks from the hotel (113 W 
60th), at the nearby Lincoln Center campus of Fordham University. The full lineup of our exciting Plenary 
Speakers, the conference registration fee, and further details will be announced on our website noted above 
and again in our Fall newsletter (The Maritain Notebook). For now, mark your calendars for February 
25th-27th!  

Call for Papers
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