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The American Maritain Association issues a “Call for Papers” for its 38th annual International 
Conference to be held in San Francisco, CA, Thursday-Saturday, February 26-28, 2015 

This year’s conference theme is “Maritain Engagé: Thomism Confronts The Global Challenge.” 2015 
marks the 70th anniversary of the founding of the United Nations (in San Francisco) and the 50th anniversary 
of the close of Vatican II (and Paul VI’s charge to Maritain to bear the fruits of the Council to the intellectual 
world). With those anniversaries in mind, the Association turns its attention to the way Maritain sought to 
meet the greatest global challenge of the 20th century: World War II and its aftermath. 2015 also marks the 
70th anniversary of his bi-lingual Pour La Justice: a book that collects his essays and addresses during and 
at the close of the war that confront some of the deepest challenges of his day. Pour La Justice is presently 
out of print but can be found at the Association’s new website: maritainassociation.com. Its essays, 
mainly in English, cover a variety of topics pertinent to his time: the current trial of the world (WW II), 
racism and anti-semitism, the soul and future of France, a contemporary humanism, Christian philosophy, 
communion and freedom, religion and politics. Reminding ourselves of the 70th anniversary of the United 
Nations, we also recall his post-war work helping to draft Unesco’s Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
(1948). Mindful of challenges to Thomism in our own day, we further recall Maritain’s many essays on 
education during this same period (for example, the four assembled in Education at the Crossroads [1943]).  
The conference thus invites papers on two interrelated foci: first, the global challenges of Maritain’s own 
time of crisis that he sought to confront (“Maritain Engagé”); second, the light his thought then articulated 
continues to shed on the global challenges confronting Thomism today (“Thomism Confronts the Global 
Challenge”). Many of his concerns remain our own, despite the altered conditions 70 years bring. To name 
but a few: the continued importance of defending human rights and the dignity of the human person; the 
continued need to fight racism and anti-semitism; the need to establish an international authority for dealing 
with matters of global justice and for maintaining the peace; the need to articulate the right relation between 
religion and politics; the need to educate for a humanism capable of speaking to these concerns, the enduring 
importance of Thomism in advancing such an education, and hence its continued importance for the Church. 
The conference is open to papers on all such topics and, indeed, on related topics of philosophical interest.  

Paper presentations at the conference should be limited to 25 minutes reading time, with 15 minutes for 
discussion. You can submit a proposal abstract of approximately 500 words through our above-mentioned 
website. In order to receive full consideration, proposals should be completed online by no later than 



Monday, December 15, 2014. Submissions received by November 15th will be acted on by the end of 
November, to confirm participation for prospective authors so that they may apply for needed university 
travel funds in a timely way (and, for later submissons, at least by the end of  December). You can submit 
a proposal abstract of approximately 500 words through EasyChair: (1) Create a user account at 
www.EasyChair.org; (2) go to https://www.easychair.org/conferences/?conf=me2015; (3) click the “New 
Submission” Menu, enter the contact information, and upload your proposal or type it in the “Abstract” 
box. Any questions one may have on the submission of proposals should be directed to the Program Chair—
Fr. Justin Gable, OP—at americanmaritainassociation@gmail.com. 

A special invitation is extended to graduate students. Starting this year, we will be offering a reduced 
conference rate for them. A stipend of $250.00 will be awarded to the outstanding graduate student paper 
selected by the Program Committee. In order to be considered for this award, you must submit a completed 
paper (not just an abstract), and name a faculty member who is sponsoring its consideration. The award 
recipient must be present at the conference in order to receive the stipend, which will be awarded at the 
AMA Awards Banquet. The deadline for submitting any completed graduate paper is December 31, 2014. 

In the event that a paper or paper proposal is approved, a contributor must still register for the conference 
before being put on the program. Registration instructions will be available on our website and registration 
must be made by February 1, 2015, in order to be put on the program. In accordance with our past tradition, 
papers are to be read at the conference by their authors, save under exceptional circumstances. 

The conference will be held at the Parc 55 Wyndham Hotel, San Francisco—Union Square, and then at The 
University of San Francisco. Both are located in San Francisco, accessible by its airport (SFO) and also by 
numerous highways. The full lineup of our exciting Plenary Speakers is given below and the conference 
registration fee, and other details, will soon be announced on our website noted above. In the meantime, 
mark your calendars for February 26-28th! You should call the hotel at 1-888-228-1952 to secure your room: 
mention the American Maritain Association to get our great room rate of $169. (This rate is good until 
February 5th, 2015. You may cancel up to 72 hours prior to the reservation. The hotel will list the rate as 
$209, but the AMA is subsidizing this, at $40 less per night, so it will in fact be $169.) We are presently 
holding 25 rooms at the above rate on a first-come-first-serve basis. We will try to extend our rate beyond 
25 rooms if there is need, but we cannot guarantee that this will be possible. Book early! 

The conference will be “hosting” one session in Spanish—led by Mario Ramos-Reyes—brainstorming 
about how Maritainistas in a Latin American context can respond to the global challenge facing them. It 
will be a truly international conference, as can be seen from the following list of its Plenary Speakers: 

 
John Haldane, FRSE: Professor of Philosophy, University of St. Andrew’s, Scotland 
 
Richard Schenk, OP: recent President of Katholische Universität Eichstätt-Ingolstad, Germany 
 
Gregory M. Reichberg: Research Professor, The Peace Research Institute of Oslo, Norway 
 
Michel Fourcade: President, Cercle d’Études Jacques et Raïssa Maritain, France 
 
Will Sweet: President Emeritus, Institut International Jacques Maritain, Italy 
 
Gonzalo Fernández: Secretary General, Instituto Argentino Jacques Maritain, Argentina 
 
Walter Schultz: President, Canadian Jacques Maritain Association, Canada 
 
Michael D. Torre: President, American Maritain Association, United States of America 
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